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Ambassador Barbara M. Barrett is Chairman of The Aerospace 
Corporation, a $1 billion federally-funded research and development center 
for national security and military space systems. She is also a board member 
of RAND, Caltech, Smithsonian, and the Lasker Foundation.

Under Barbara’s stewardship, Aerospace has maintained and enhanced 
its unprecedented launch vehicle and space system success. Barbara guides 
the corporation as it leverages its 56-year history innovating solutions for 
today’s technological challenges in space. 

Barbara was interim President of Thunderbird School of Global Management; 
CEO of the American Management Association; founding Chairman of 
Valley Bank of Arizona; a Harvard fellow teaching leadership; a partner 
in a large Phoenix law firm; and before she turned 30, an executive of two 
global Fortune 500 companies.

Barbara advised five American presidents on trade and defense policy. 
President George W. Bush appointed and the Senate confirmed Barbara 
as U.S. Ambassador to Finland, and she was a senior advisor to the U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations. President Ronald Reagan appointed and 
the Senate confirmed her to serve as Deputy Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration and Vice Chairman of the Civil Aeronautics Board.  

Barbara served as President of the International Women’s Forum, member 
of the Center for International Enterprise Board of Directors, first woman to 
chair the President’s Advisory Commission of Public Diplomacy, and member 
of the President’s Advisory Council on Trade Negotiations. At Thunderbird, 
she founded an entrepreneurial training and mentoring program for Afghan 
women that is emulated today in 41 other countries.  

Barbara and her husband own Triple Creek Guest Ranch, a Montana hideaway, 
recently ranked the #1 hotel in the world. Barbara is an instrument-rated pilot. 
Following astronaut training, she was certified for space flight.

She has been recognized with the Horatio Alger Award, the Woodrow Wilson 
Award for Corporate Citizenship, and the Sandra Day O’Connor Board 
Excellence Award.

The Leadership in the 
Nation’s Interest Award 

recognizes a corporate 
executive who leads 

his or her company with 
integrity and purpose, 

and champions policies 
 for the common good.  
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Chairman of 

The Aerospace Corporation
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CED salutes 
Barbara M. Barrett 

for her outstanding business 
leadership and commitment to 
promoting the common good. 

Committee for Economic Development

Host Hotels & Resorts would like 
to congratulate Barbara Barrett for 
this honorable recognition and also 
for her outstanding leadership and 

commitment to her community.

Host Hotels & Resorts

The Aerospace Corporation congratulates 
its Board of Trustees Chairman, 

Ambassador Barbara M. Barrett, 
recipient of the Committee for Economic 
Development’s 2017 Leadership in the 
Nation’s Interest Award. Your vision, 

wisdom, and guidance are inspirational, 
and set a truly worthwhile example 

to which we all aspire.

The Aerospace Corporation

Ambassador Barrett, congratulations 
on this very well-deserved honor. 
We are grateful for your enduring 

leadership and service to our country. 
You are an inspiration to us all.

Harman

The Independent Women’s Forum is 
proud to congratulate Barbara Barrett, 
a true inspiration to women. Barbara’s 

career has been one of breaking barriers 
and she exemplifies what it means 

to be a leader.

Independent Women’s Forum

Congratulations!



Congratulations!
Ambassador Barrett, congratulations 

for receiving the Leadership in the 
Nation’s Interest Award. We honor your 
dedication and passion for changing the 
game for women in leadership and your 

contribution to our great country.

Insigniam

Congratulations, Ambassador Barbara 
M. Barrett! May you continue to lead 

our nation in a positive direction.

Henrietta H. Fore

Another first for a woman who has 
pioneered so much. Congratulations 

Barbara! You epitomize the life balance of 
personal and professional achievements, 
while retaining your unending spirit 

of adventure. I cannot think of a more 
deserving recipient of the Leadership in 

the Nation’s Interest Award.
Allan McArtor 

Chairman, 
Airbus Americas, Inc.

The students, faculty, and staff 
of Barrett, The Honors College are 

deeply grateful to Barbara Barrett for 
her visionary leadership and generosity 

to honors education at Arizona State 
University. Because of her commitment, 

we embrace a future of limitless potential.

Barrett, The Honors College at 
Arizona State University

Barbara, your unwavering dedication 
and service to our country as U.S. 
Ambassador to Finland, as well as 

your continuing commitment to 
strengthening and enriching the 
communities in which you serve, 

stand as a testament and example 
to us all. It is a privilege and honor 

to extend my best wishes and 
heartfelt congratulations to you 

for this well-deserved recognition 
of the 2017 Leadership in the 

Nation’s Interest Award.

The Honorable Bonnie 
McElveen-Hunter 

 Ceo, Pace Communications

Thunderbird congratulates 
Ambassador Barbara Barrett on 

the Leadership in the Nation’s 
Interest Award. As a past President 
of the Thunderbird School of Global 

Management, Barbara embodies what 
it means to be a truly global leader. 
Her influence and example are felt 

around the world. Barbara’s continuing 
impact on our School and her place 

in the broader Thunderbird family is 
one of high honor, and we salute her 

service to our nation and to the world.
Allen J. Morrison 

Thunderbird School of 
Global Management

Congratulations, Barbara, on this well-
deserved honor from the Committee 

for Economic Development. Your 
commitment to corporate citizenship 
is clearly in keeping with the mission 
of CED, and your impact as a leader 

bridging the government and corporate 
sectors is distinctive and important. Korn 
Ferry salutes your achievements and the 
outstanding leadership you exemplify in 

so many realms of influence.

Korn Ferry

The California Institute of Technology 
congratulates Ambassador Barbara 

Barrett on this special recognition. Your 
leadership as a Caltech trustee and 

adviser for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
infuses our scientific and technological 

endeavors with wisdom, global 
perspective, and societal impact.

California Institute 
of Technology

Congratulations, Barbara, for this 
recognition of your leadership. In 

your service as a Trustee of the RAND 
Corporation, we see how deeply you 

appreciate and share our core values of 
quality and objectivity. We are privileged 
to call you a member of the RAND family.

Michael Rich 
 President and CEO, 
Rand Corporation


